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<p><span style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;"><span
style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;"><span style="color: black;"><img
src="images/20180124/march-frissell-community-center.jpg" alt="march frissell community
center" width="302" height="201" style="margin: 10px; float: left;" />The Pat Conroy Literary
Center will hold its second annual March Forth on March Fourth, commemorating the second
anniversary of Pat'??s death, on Sunday, March 4<sup>th</sup>, at the Frissell Community
House at Penn Center on St. Helena Island. </span>The Penn Center, a place of quiet dignity
and rich history, is a perfect setting for the day-long embrace of nature, poetry, fiction, and
fellowship among writers and readers in the heart of Conroy'??s beloved
Lowcountry.</span></span></p>  <p style="margin-top: 0.1pt; margin-right: Oin;
margin-bottom: 0.1pt; background: white none repeat scroll 0% 0%:;"><span style="font-family:
arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;"><br /><span style="color: black;">Founded in 1862
by Quaker missionaries and one of the first schools for freed slaves, the Center is nestled
</span><span style="color: black;">in the quiet majesty of the Lowcountry, surrounded by live
oaks and loblolly pines. The Frissell Community House, located on a sloped embankment at the
Center, served as an important interracial gathering place for leaders of the Civil Rights
movement in the 1960'??7s. It was a place familiar and dear to Pat, not only for what it embodied
and protected, but also in a more intimate way from his days as a student at Beaufort High. Pat
first visited the Center in October, 1960 with Gene Norris, his English teacher, and later met
Martin Luther King Jr, Julian Bond, and other prominent civil rights leaders there. Pat, in a
speech that he gave at Penn Center in 2010 said, "??I watched my whole country change
because of meetings that had taken place at Penn Center."?€ And now Penn Center also
serves as a gracious gatekeeper to the cemetery where Pat is buried.</span></span></p> <p
style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span
style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;">March Forth on
March Fourth will feature National Book Award-winning poet <strong>Nikky Finney</strong>,
two-time Lillian Smith Award-winning novelist <strong>Anthony Grooms</strong>, master
naturalist, poet and memoirist <strong>J. Drew Lanham</strong>, poet and retired teacher
<strong>Tim Conroy</strong>, and best-selling novelist <strong>Cassandra King
Conroy</strong>.</span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none
repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 10pt;">Registration is $22 for all-day admission with an optional catered box lunch by
Debbi Covington for $18. There are three menu options available online. Lunch reservations
need to be made by noon, Thursday, March 1<sup>st</sup>. Register online at
patconroyliterarycenter.org.</span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white
none repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;"><strong><span style="color: black;">SCHEDULE OF
EVENTS</span></strong></span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white
none repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 10pt;">10:00-?11:30 a.m.: Nature walk at Penn Center led by J. Drew Lanham<br />
Noon-1:30 p.m.: Welcome by Cassandra King Conroy, Tim Conroy'??s presentation on Pat
Conroy'??s Great Love of Poetry, optional catered box lunches<br /> 1:45-773:00 p.m.: Nikky
Finney'??s keynote poetry reading<br /> 3:00-7?3:30 p.m.: break and book signing<br />
3:30-774:30 p.m.: Anthony Grooms'?? discussion of his novel <em>The Vain
Conversation</em><br /> 4:30-7?5:00 p.m.: book signing, opportunity to visit Pat Conroy'??s
gravesite</span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none repeat scroll
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0% 0%;"><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;">Presented in partnership with the Penn Center, this event is sponsored by a gift from
Erin and Matt Devlin and by a grant from the South Carolina Arts Commission funded in part by
a generous award from the John and Susan Bennett Memorial Arts Fund of the Coastal
Community Foundation of South Carolina.</span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt;
background: white none repeat scroll 0% 0%:;"><strong><span style="color: black; font-family:
arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;">ABOUT THE PRESENTERS</span></strong></p>
<p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span
style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;">Keynote speaker
<strong>Nikky Finney</strong> was born in Conway, South Carolina, and raised in Sumter. She
left South Carolina after high school with her eyes and heart set on becoming a writer. After
living a</span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;"><img src="images/20180124/march-NikkyFinney_by-Rachel-Eliza-Griffiths.jpg"
alt="march NikkyFinney by Rachel Eliza Griffiths" width="278" height="196" style="margin:
10px; float: left;" /></span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 10pt;">nd studying primarily in the south, Talladega College in Alabama and Atlanta
University in Georgia, she moved to the Oakland, California, for several years but was invited in
the early 1990s to teach at the Unive</span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial,
helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;">rsity of Kentucky. For 21 years she taught poetry and
</span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;">fiction
in Lexington. In 2013 she became Professor Emeritus at the University of Kentucky and
accepted the John H. Bennett, Jr. Chair in Creative Writing and Southern Letters at the
</span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;">Universi</span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 10pt;">ty of South Carolina, where she has a joint appointment in the department of
English Language and Literature and the African American Studies program. Finney has
authored five books: @79 <em>0n Wings Made of Gauze</em>, <em>RICE</em>, <em>The
World Is Round, </em>and <em>Head Off & Split</em>, which was awarded the 2011 National
Book Award for Poetry. S</span><span style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;"><span style="color: black;"><img src="images/20180124/Anthony-Grooms.jpg"
alt="Anthony Grooms" width="176" height="238" style="margin: 10px; float: right;"
/></span></span><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;">he also authored <em>Heartwood</em>, a book of short prose and edited <em>The
Ringing Ear: Black Poets Lean South</em> (2007), an anthology of African American poets
writing about their southern connections. Writing is Nikky Finney'??s port-of-call, but poetry her
first language.</span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none repeat
scroll 0% 0%:;"><span style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;"><strong><span style="color: black;">Anthony Grooms</span></strong><span
style="color: black;"> is the author of <em>The Vain Conversation</em>, the final novel
selected by Pat Conroy for his Story River Books imprint. Grooms also wrote
<em>Bombingham</em> and <em>Trouble No More: Stories</em>, both winners of the Lillian
Smith Book Award for fiction. Other works of writing include a poetry collection <em>Ice
Poems</em>. Born in Charlottesville, Virginia, Grooms has taught writing and American
literature at universities in Ghana and Sweden, and since 1994, at Kennesaw State University in
Georgia, where he directs the Master of Arts in professional writing
program.</span></span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none

2/3



March Forth on March Fourth

Written by Editor
Tuesday, 23 January 2018 12:37

repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span style="color: black; font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: 10pt;"><img src="images/20180124/march-Drew-Lanham.jpg" alt="march Drew
Lanham" width="174" height="220" style="margin: 10px; float: left;" />The author of <em>The
Home Place: Memoirs of a Colored Man'??s Love Affair with</em> <em>Nature</em>,
<strong>J. Drew Lanham</strong> is a native of Edgefield, South Carolina, and an Alumni
Distinguished Professor of Wildlife Ecology and Master Teacher at Clemson University. Lanham
is a birder, naturalist, and hunter-conservationist who has published essays and poetry in
publications including <em>CQOrion, Flycatcher, and Wilderness, </em>and in several
anthologies, including <em>The Colors of Nature, State of the Heart, Bartram'??s Living
Legacy, and Carolina Writers at Home</em>, among others. He and his family live in the
Upstate of South Carolina, a soaring hawk'??s downhill glide from the southern Appalachian
escarpment that the Cherokee once called the Blue Wall.</span></p> <p
style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span
style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size: 10pt;"><strong><span style="color:
black;">Cassandra King Conroy</span></strong><span style="color: black;"> is the
award-winning author of five novels, a book of nonfiction, numerous short stories, essays, and
magazine articles, most <img src="images/20180124/March-King_Cassandra.jpg" alt="March
King Cassandra" width="251" height="189" style="margin: 10px; float: right;" />recently
appearing in Coastal Living and Southern Living. Her New York Times and USA Today
bestselling second novel, <em>The Sunday Wife</em>, was a People magazine Page-Turner,
a South Carolina'??s Readers Circle choice, and named as one of Book Sense'??s top reading
group selections. Also a New York Times and USA Today bestseller, <em>The Same Sweet
Girls </em>was a number one Book Sense selection on release. Both novels were nominated
for SIBA'??s Book of the Year. <em>Moonrise</em> was a SIBA Okra Pick and bestseller, as
was <em>The Same Sweet Girls Guide to Life: Advice</em> <em>from a Failed Southern
Belle</em>. Recently honored as a 2017 Alabama Humanities Foundation Fellow, Cassandra is
currently working on a memoir cookbook about life with her late husband, Pat
Conroy.</span></span></p> <p style="margin-bottom: 0.0001pt; background: white none
repeat scroll 0% 0%;"><span style="font-family: arial, helvetica, sans-serif; font-size:
10pt;"><strong><span style="color: black;"><img src="images/20180124/march-TimConroy.jpg"
alt="march TimConroy" width="241" height="220" style="margin: 10px; float: left;" />Tim
Conroy</span></strong><span style="color: black;"> is a former special educator and past vice
president of the South Carolina Autism Society. The author of the poetry collection
<em>Theologies of</em> <em>Terrain</em>. Conroy is a founding member of the Pat Conroy
Literary Center'??s board of directors and member of the Deckle Edge Literary Festival board.
A graduate of the University of South Carolina, he lives in Columbia, South Carolina, with his
wife Terrye.</span></span></p>
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